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soon saw an imminent danger in her following in the footsteps
of a sister who had already taken the first place in that branch
of dramatic art. The lesser light could not fail to be lost in
the stronger rays of the greater luminary. Rebecca could at
best be but a faint copy of her sister. Her vocation was,
therefore, very judiciously altered, and she entered the easier
walks of the drama and of comedy. Her last and best effort
was in " Mademoiselle de Belle-Isle." But a lung complaint
that had succeeded a typhus fever cut short a career which, if
it did not promise to be as brilliant as that of her sister, gave
hope of some distinction.
Rebecca was—and deservedly so—the favorite sister of the
tragedienne. We have seen, by her letter to M. Legouve, that
on her return from Russia she had hastened to visit the dear
sufferer then in the Pyrenees, where she was waiting to take
the Eaux Bonnes. When her conge expired she was com-
pelled to resume her duties at the Theatre Frangais. She
continued, notwithstanding, her watchful care over her sister,
and, while acting twice a week, managed to perform the jour-
ney to and fro thrice in as many weeks.
An incident occurred during one of these flying trips which
proves not only the excitable nature of Rachel, but also that
the visit to the Vatican had made a more permanent impres-
sion than was supposed.
The disease, according to the wont of that treacherous mal-
ady, had appeared to take a favorable turn; the alarming
symptoms had momentarily vanished; the patient was sud-
denly relieved. Mademoiselle Rachel, who had been a con-
stant attendant for some days, took the opportunity to go and
see Sarah, who was confined by some temporary indisposition
to her own lodgings. Several friends were assembled in the
room, and, exhilarated by the good news she had brought and
the hopes all hastened to build on the change, Mademoiselle
Rachel began to chat and laugh quite merrily. In the midst
of this exuberant gayety her maid broke into the room in a
state of great excitement: a fit had come on; the patient was
in much danger; the physician desired Mademoiselle Rachel's
^ imm^iate presence. Rising with the bound of a wounded
seemed to seek, bewildered, some cause

